Human changes may help or hurt the environment. Pollution
is an example of a harmful effect. The environment can also harm
people. For example, hurricanes wash away beaches and houses
along the shore; earthquakes cause fire and destruction.

Adaptation Humans have often adapted their way of life to the
natural resources that their local environment provided. In the
past, people who lived near teeming oceans learned to fish. Those
who lived near rich soil learned to farm. People built their homes
out of local materials and ate the food easily grown in their sur-
roundings. Cultural choices, such as what clothes to wear or
which sports to participate in, often reflected the environment.

Because of technology, this close adaptation to the environ-
ment is not as common as it once was. Airplanes, for example, can
quickly fly frozen fish from the coast to towns far inland. Even
so, there are many more ice skaters in Canada and surfers in
California than the other way around.

Interaction People and the environment continually interact. For
example, when thousands of people in a city choose to use public
transportation or ride bicycles rather than drive, less gasoline is
burned. When less gasoline is burned, there is less air pollution. In
other words, when the environment is healthy, the people who live
in it are able to lead healthier lives.
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1. Explain the significance of:  (a) continent (b) absolute location  (c) latitude  (d) longitude
(e) relative location (f) migrate
Using Graphics Main Ideas Critical Thinking
2. Use a chart like this one to list 3. (a) What physical processes can 4. Making Inferences
and explain the five themes of cause places to change over What factors make your part of
geography. time? the United States a region?

(b) How do push and pull factors

m cause migration? Think About
+ similar human geography

(c) What are some ways people o _
have adapted to their * similar physical geography

Reading Latitude and Longitude
»» Defining the Skill

To locate places, geographers use a global grid system (see the chart
directly below). Imaginary lines of latitude, called parallels, circle the
globe. The equator circles the middle of the globe at 0°. Parallels
measure distance in degrees north and south of the equator.

Lines of longitude, called meridians, circle the p
globe from pole to pole. Meridians measure
distance in degrees east and west of the prime
meridian. The prime meridian is at 0°. It passes
through Greenwich, England.
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»p» Applying the Skill

The world map below shows lines of latitude and s
longitude. Use the strategies listed directly below g ; South Pole

to help you locate places on Earth.

How to Read Latitude and Longitude

Strategy @ Place a finger on the place you want to locate. With a finger from your
other hand, find the nearest parallel. Write down its number. Be sure to include north or
south. (You may have to guesstimate the actual number.)

Strategy € Keep your finger on the place you want to locate. Now find the nearest
meridian. Write down its number. Be sure to include east or west. (You may have to
guesstimate the actual number.)

Strategy © If you know the > A !

longitude and latitude of a place and _USA.
orgnto” ®Washington, D.C.
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want to find it on a map, put one A B ATLaNTIC |-
finger on the line of longitude and P o] '
another on the line of latitude.

Bring your fingers together until ' oy s
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they meet.
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Writing a summary will help you \1m~w\
understand latitude and longitude.
The paragraph below and to the right sum-
marizes the information you have learned.

environment? »» Practicing the Skill Use latitude and longitude to locate a place on a globe or
Turn to page 36 in Chapter 2, Section 1, | _map. Lines of latitude circle Earth. Lines of longitude run
‘The Five Themes of Geography.” Look through the poles. The numbers of the lines at the place

at the map of Australia and write a where two lines cross is the location of that place.
paragraph summarizing how you located

the city of Adelaide.

ACTIVITY!| Write and illustrate a magazine advertisement to persuade people to move to a new
| -OPTION- place. Include several pull factors for the place you are advertising.
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