In 1995 the Serbs, Croats, and Muslims of Bosnia signed a
peace treaty. In 1999 Miloevi¢ began using ethnic cleansing
against the Albanians in Kosovo, a region of Serbia. NATQ
launched an air war against Yugoslavia that ended with the defeat
of the Serbs. In 2000, public protests led to Milosevié's removal,
He was subsequently arrested and tried for war crimes by the

United Nations.

Modern Russia

Life in Russia has improved since the breakup of the Soviet Union.
Russian citizens can elect their own leaders. They enjoy more

Russian [cons A special feature
of Russian Orthodox churches is

| their beautiful religious paintings

I called icons (EYEekahns). Russian

1 icons usually depict biblical figures
and scenes. They often decorate
every corner of a church.

The greatest Russian icon painter
was Andrei Rublev (AHN-dray ruhb»
LYAWF). He worked in the late 1300s
and early 1400s. Rublev's paintings,
one of which is shown below, are
| brightly colored and highlighted
in gold. His work influenced many
|ater painters, and today he is con-
sidered one of the world's great
religious artists.

freedom of speech. New businesses have sprung
up, and some Russians have become wealthy.
Unfortunately, Russia still faces serious prob-
lems. Many leaders are dishonest. The nation
has been slow to reform its economic system.
Most of the nation’s new wealth has gone to a
small number of people, so that many Russians
remain poot. The crime rate has grown tremen-
dously. The government has also fought a war
against Chechnya (CHECH:nee-yah), a region
of Russia that wants to become independent.

Russian Culture The fall of communism helped
most Russians to follow their cultural practices
more freely. Russians gained the freedom to
practice the religion of their choice. They can
also buy and read the great works of Russian lit-
erature that once were banned. At the beginning
of the 21st century, writers and other artists also
have far more freedom to express themselves.
New magazines and newspapers are being
published. Even new history books are being
written. For the first time in decades, these
publications are telling more of the truth about
the Soviet Union.

Russia’s Government Russia has a demo-
cratic form of government. The president is
elected by the people. The people also elect
members of the Duma (DOQ-muh), which

is part of the legislature.
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Democracy is still new to the Russian peo-
ple. Some citizens are working to improve the
systemn to reduce corruption and to ensure that
everyone receives fair treatment. Even the
thought of changing the government is new to
most Russians. Under the Soviets, people had to
accept things the way they were.

Resources and Industry The map above shows
Russia’s major natural resources. The country is
one of the world’s largest producers of oil.
Russia also contains the world’s largest forests.
Its trees are made into lumber, paper, and other
wood products.

Russian factories produce steel from iron ore.
Other factories use that steel to make tractors
and other large machines. Since Russian ships
can reach both the Pacific and Atlantic oceans,
Russia also has a large fishing industry.

Economics Following the lead of Eastern
European countries, Russia has been moving
toward a free-market economy. Citizens can
own land, and foreign companies are encour-
aged to do business in Russia. These changes
have given many Russians more opportunities,

but they have also brought difficulties.
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__ ¢ 1. Human-Environment
Interaction * Name
three of Russia's more
common natural
resources.

2. Place = What is the
most common type of
land in Russia?

The Russian Language More than
150 million people speak Russian. It
s related to other Slavic languages
of Eastern Europe, including Polish,
Serbian, and Bulgarian.

Russian is written using the
Cyrillic (suh-RiHL+ihk) alphabet,
which has 33 characters.

Many of the newly independent
republics are now returning to the
Latin alphabet, used to write English
and most other languages of the
Western world. The major powers
in the world economy base their
languages on the Latin alphabet,
making communication easier with
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