Connegtions to
cience

Digging into the Past
Archaeologists are scientists who .
study artifacts to learn about peo- sources, such as newspapers, letters, journals, and
ple’s culture and history. Artifacts
include pots, tools, artworks, and
even food remains. Using special
techniques and tools, archaeolo-

studying to figure out how the
artifact was used.

Learning About
the world

Social studies is a way to learn about
the world. It draws on information
from five fields of learning—geogra-
phy, history, economics, government,
and culture. Each field looks at the
world from a different angle. Consider
the approaches you might use if you

were starting at a new school. Figuring |
out how to get around would be learning your school’s geography.

Asking other students where they come from is learning their
history. Making choices about which school supplies you can
afford to buy is economics. Learning the school rules is learning
about its government. Clubs, teams, styles of clothing, holidays,
and even ways of saying things are part of the school’s culture.

History and Geography

Knowing history and geography helps orient you
in time and space. History is record of the past.
The people and events of the past shaped the
world as it is today. Historians search for primary

other documents, to find out about past events.
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environment interaction.

Place ¢ Israel

has a dry climate
in the south, and
a wetter climate
in the north, with
prosperous farms
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E@gcabulary

orient; to become
familiar with a

The Five Themes of Geography Geography is
the study of people, places, and the environment.
Geography deals with the world in spatial terms.
The study of geography focuses on five themes:
‘location, region, place, movement, and human-

Human-Environment
Interaction
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Lo‘cation tells where a place is. Several countries that have fea-
tures in common form a region. Place considers an area’s distin-
guishing characteristics. Movement is a study of the migrations
of people, animals, and even plants. Human-environment inter-
action considers how people change and are changed by the natural
features of Earth.

Government

Every country has laws and a way to govern itself. Laws are the
ru-les by which people live. Government is the people and groups
within a society that have the authority to make laws, to make
sure they are carried out, and to settle disagreements about them.
The kind of government determines who has the authority to
make the laws and see that they are carried out.

Limited and Unlimited Governments In a limited gover
everyone, including those in charge, must obey the la%vs. Szrr;l:rg;'
the laws tell the government what it cannot do. Democracies and
republics are two forms of limited government. In a democracy, the
people have the authority to make laws directly. In a repub]jc, the
people make laws through elected representatives. The governrr;ents
of the United States, Mexico, and India are examples of republics.

. Rulers in an unlimited government ‘can do whatever they want
without regard to the law. Totalitarianism 1s a form of unlimited
government. In a totalitarian government the people have no say
Rulers have total control. '
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